
 
Discovering the Ideal Nonprofit Grants: 

Strategies for Grant Research 
 
Nonprofit grants provide valuable funding opportunities, but finding and securing the right 
ones requires thorough research. Here are some strategies to help you kickstart your grant 
research and obtain the resources your nonprofit needs to succeed. 

1. Identify the Type of Grants You Need 

Begin by reviewing your budget and assessing your organization’s most urgent needs. 
Consider whether you’re looking to fund a specific project or if you need cash or in-kind 
support. Create a list of areas and projects that a grant could help with, prioritizing the 
most critical ones. 

Next, explore the following types of grants to find the best fit for your nonprofit: 

• Program Grants: These funds are designated for specific projects or programs. For 
example, you might seek a grant to launch a free after-school program for at-risk 
youth. 

• Technology Grants: Some grants are aimed at enhancing your nonprofit’s 
technological capabilities. You could use these funds for donor management 
software or virtual event platforms. 

• In-Kind Grants: These grants provide non-monetary support, such as office 
supplies, construction services, advertising space, or legal advice. 

• Capital Grants: If your nonprofit is launching a capital campaign to purchase 
property, build a facility, or create infrastructure for community service, consider 
seeking capital grants. 

Grants are typically offered by three main types of funders: government agencies, 
foundations, and corporations. When researching government grants, ensure they are 
federal or state-based, as eligibility varies. Foundations and corporations also have 
specific restrictions, so carefully review the requirements for each. 

2. Utilize Online Grant Databases 

For grantmakers, sharing funding opportunities is an essential part of the grant lifecycle. 
Online grant databases like Grants.gov and GrantStation are valuable resources for 



 
nonprofits. Once you know what you’re looking for, search these databases for a variety of 
available opportunities. 

To streamline your search, use filters to narrow down results by: 

• Type of grant 

• Eligible organization types 

• Cause areas 

• Location 

• Application deadlines 

Use relevant keywords to find grants that align with your mission. For example, if your cat 
rescue organization is seeking technology funding, try searching for terms like “technology 
funding,” “animal shelter grants,” or “cat nonprofits.” 

3. Document Eligibility Requirements 

Once you've identified several relevant grant opportunities, take the time to review their 
application requirements. This will help you avoid spending time on grants for which you 
may not qualify. 

Keep detailed notes on the rules and criteria for each grant, including: 

• Eligible Organizations and Causes: Most grantmakers require organizations to be 
registered 501(c)(3)s, and some grants may limit eligibility by specific causes. 

• Application Requirements and Deadlines: Allow sufficient time for writing and 
finalizing a grant proposal—typically at least two weeks. 

• Grant Restrictions: Understand the limitations on fund usage to ensure they align 
with your needs. 

• Recordkeeping and Reporting: Each grant will have specific requirements for 
tracking and reporting how funds are used. 

Many grantmakers use specialized software for managing applications, which may require 
an eligibility quiz before applying. 

 

 



 
4. Focus on Grants That Align With Your Mission 

Just as sponsors seek relevance to your nonprofit’s cause, grantmakers prefer to support 
organizations that share their goals. Therefore, prioritize grants and grantmakers that align 
closely with your mission. 

For example, while a water conservation organization can apply for general environmental 
grants, it should prioritize grants specifically focused on clean water or ocean 
conservation, where it has a stronger chance of success. 

Research past grantmaking activities and recipients to identify those who have supported 
similar organizations or projects. 

Conclusion 

These research strategies are just the starting point. Once you’ve identified the best grants 
to pursue, you’ll need to develop comprehensive proposals for each. If awarded, your 
organization must also adhere to all funding and reporting requirements. By preparing for 
every aspect of the process, your nonprofit will be better positioned to secure and 
effectively utilize your chosen grants. 

 


