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About WISER

• Academic Healthcare Simulation 
Center Founded in 1994

• Affiliated with University and a 
Large Hospital System

• Accredited by the Society for 
Simulation in Healthcare



Overview of WISER

Schools
• Medicine
• Nursing
• Pharmacy
Students
Research

Hospital Support
Patient Safety 
Physicians, Providers, and Staff
Resident Education



What is a Scenario?



Example

Curriculum
Course 1

Lecture

Workshop

Scenario 1

Scenario 2
Course 2



Example

Senior Medical 
Student

Cardiology

Lecture: Chest 
Pain

PBL: Chest Pain

Scenario: Chest 
Pain 

Management 1

Scenario: Chest 
Pain 

Management 2

Course 2



What is a Scenario?



Process

Who are Learners?
Level of Learner?Who?

• What is being taught
• ObjectivesWHAT?
• Teaching Methods
• Assessment
• Equipment

HOW?



Why Create Scenario Materials?







Scenario
Construction



Critical Groups in Scenario Development

Scenario

Instructor

Student

EquipmentEnvironment

Technicians







What do you want from the Box?





Who are the Learners?

• All of the Same?
• Mixed Group
• Level

– Junior
– Senior



Goals and objectives

• Identify 
– Teaching Goals
– Assessment Goals

• Faculty Clarity



Orientation for the Student

• Set Expectations
– What is simulated vs. what is not
– Orientation to

• Environment
• Equipment



Assessment

• FOCUS Instructor Attention
• Accuracy Capabilities

– Video vs. non-video review

• Time Realities 



Debriefing Intructions

• Linked to Learning Objectives
• Avoid overwhelming the participants
• Don’t over-review the obvious
• Suggest a Debriefing Method



Instructor Preparations

• Instructor training is crucial
• Instructor Instructions

– Understand Objectives
– Understand Technical Features



Supplemental Debriefing Materials

• Attemp to Standardize Discussions
• Graphs, Pictures, Videos
• Slides of Main Points 



Technician Instruction

• Room Set up
• Equipment Lists
• Expectations
• Room Re-set



Pre-Program the Scenario

• Provides Standardization
• Helps with Debriefing
• Helps With Data Collection 



Plan to Recycle Scenarios

• Decrease center development time
• Increase quality 
• Easier to collect comparison data





Examples



Course Components: Instructor



Course Components: Instructor



Course Components: Simulation Operator



Course Components: Simulation Operator



Course Components: Simulation Operator



Course Components: Simulation Operator



Course Components

• Scenario and Debriefing Guide



Course Components: Participant
• Quiz



Course Components: Participant
• Survey



Tying It All Together
• Developing Scenarios is a BIG Job
• Will Save Time
• Help With Consistency



www.wisersimulation.org

THANK YOU 
and 

Questions



Thank You! 

phrampuspe@upmc.edu

facebook.com/SimulatingHealthcare/

@pphrampus

Paul Phrampus

SimulatingHealthcare.NET

www.wisersimulation.org

mailto:phrampuspe@upmc.edu
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